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Viral outbreak determined to be Feline Panleukopenia  
 

Johnstown, PA – The Humane Society of Cambria County has determined the viral outbreak within 
our intake cat population to be Feline Panleukopenia (FP) also known as Feline Distemper or Feline 
Parvo from further testing performed. The virus infects and kills the body’s defense cells. FP should 
not be confused with Canine Distemper or Canine Parvo as they are caused by different viruses, and 
FP cannot infect people. 
 

At this time, the virus has been detected within the group of cats from our abandonment case within 
the city of Johnstown only. From this population, 8 cats have died and 4 remain under treatment in 
isolation as a result of the virus. Because FP lives within the environment, essentially all cats and 
kittens are exposed to the virus at some point of their lives. The virus has been most commonly found 
within animal kennel and shelter environments, unvaccinated feral cat colonies, or other areas where 
groups of cats are housed together.  
 

The best way to prevent FP is to take the proper steps to vaccinate your cat. By vaccinating your cat, 
you are providing protection against illness and deadly viruses and diseases. Kittens should be 
vaccinated as early as six to eight weeks old, and adult cats should be vaccinated, dependent on 
their age and health, throughout their life. Vaccines are equally as important for indoor cats as they 
are for outdoor cats since FP can exist anywhere in the environment.  
 

Once diagnosed with FP, there are no medications capable of killing the virus. Intensive care and 
treatment of medications and fluids are critical to support the infected cat’s health until, ultimately, the 
cat’s body and immune system is capable of fighting off the virus. Treatment focuses on correcting 
dehydration, providing nutrients, and preventing secondary infection. With supportive care and 
treatment chances of survival are higher, however, not guaranteed.  
 

Upon veterinary advice, for the safety of the cats and kittens in our care and community, the Humane 
Society of Cambria County has temporarily closed our cat room to the public to prevent any further 
spread of the virus. All cat adoptions and intakes have ceased for at least a two week quarantine 
period, put into effect Sunday February 9th.  
 

All cats or kittens have remained under close observation and those infected have remained under 
treatment. We do not believe the infected cats had received any preventative measures prior to 
entering our shelter. And, by the time animals enter our shelter, without medical treatment for months 
or even years, our efforts to administer medical preventative care may not make a difference. 
Unfortunately, situations like these are a risk that any animal shelter may encounter with little to no 
medical history on incoming animals.  
 

During this time, our dog room will remain open, and dog adoptions and intakes will function as 
normal. Individuals who need to place a cat during our two week quarantine are encouraged to 
contact surrounding rescues and shelters.  


